RULES

XIX INTERNATIONAL 
FIREWORKS GRAND PRIX “Villa de Bilbao”

COMPETITION PHASE (2009)

1. Purpose

To select candidates for the XIX INTERNATIONAL FIREWORKS GRAND PRIX “Villa de Bilbao” (Competition Phase), to be held on 15, 17, 19, 21 and 23 August 2009.

2. Companies

National and international pyrotechnic companies which can provide the service requested.

3. Documentation

Those applying for the selection phase must send the following documentation in a sealed envelope with the inscription below on the exterior:

XIX Concurso Internacional de Fuegos Artificiales “Villa de Bilbao”

Fase Concurso

3.1 Initial applications

3.1.1 A letter of application to take part, which will state complete agreement with the rules of this competition. 

3.1.2 A dossier on the company applying for the competition, containing as much information as possible on its background, experience and references.

3.1.3 Descriptive report on the technical and artistic aspects of the pyrotechnic devices the applicant intends to submit for the competition, setting out the various phases of the show, and their effects, and as much detail as is required for acceptance of the proposal. The following must be stated:

3.1.3.1 The number of pyrotechnic features or devices in each line or facility of which the show consists.

3.1.3.2 The weight of pyrotechnic material for each line or facility of which the show consists.

3.1.3.3 Total weights of the show (gross and net).

3.1.3.4 Duration of the show. 

at least 20 minutes.

3.1.3.5 Diameter of the devices to be fired. 

The maximum calibre permitted in Bilbao is 250 mm for single-break shells, and 200 mm for multi-break or repetition shells.

3.2 Applicants selected 

3.2.1 Original certificate issued by the pyrotechnic company’s Insurance Company to cover any hazards arising from its firework display – this must cover at least 300,506.05 euros, with a maximum excess of 300.51 euros. In the case of pyrotechnic companies based outside the Spanish State, the policy must have international cover and comply with current regulations.

3.2.2 Tax Identification Card of the pyrotechnic company or equivalent in its country of origin.

3.2.3 Original certificate showing the applicant is up to date in relation to the payment of compulsory taxation, issued by the Treasury or equivalent in the country of origin.

3.2.4 Certificate showing the applicant is up to date in relation to Social Security payments for company employees, and a copy of forms TC1 and TC2 for the last month or the equivalent in the country of origin.

3.2.5 Certificate issued by the proper Authorities stating that the pyrotechnic company is either properly authorised or holds a licence or permit for a pyrotechnic facility or the equivalent in the country of origin. 

3.2.6 Official certificate showing that a civil liability insurance policy has been taken out. A model will be attached with the letter of acceptance.

3.2.7 Official pyrotechnic company certificate. A model will be attached with the letter of acceptance.

3.2.8 Statement. A model will be attached with the letter of acceptance.
3.2.9 Invoice for the total amount for the show. The letter of acceptance will set out the sum to be invoiced.

3.2.10 Bank and number of the account (20 digits, SWIFT and IBAN codes) in which this sum is to be lodged, with the name of the holder of the account. 

4. Place and period for submission of projects

Projects must be submitted in a sealed envelope sent by registered post or by recorded delivery, or using any of the methods envisaged by Law 30/1992 before 14:00 hours on 4 May 2009, to the following address:

Ayuntamiento de Bilbao (Bilbao Town Hall)

Área de Turismo y Fiestas
Concurso Internacional de Fuegos Artificiales “Villa de Bilbao” – Concurso

Plaza del Ensanche 11, 1º
48.009 BILBAO

5. Remuneration for participants

Remuneration for companies taking part will be 26,000 euros (including VAT). 

The Organisation will also cover the expenses of 2 double rooms (two nights), accommodation and breakfast, in the hotel allocated. The name of the hotel will be made known to the companies selected as soon as possible.

Other expenses: staff travel, transportation of material, customs charges, import duty etc. … will be borne exclusively by each participant.

6. Prizes

6.1 Jury Prize. 
The Competition Jury will consist of experts appointed by the Organisation, and their decision will be final. The Jury will assess each show when it has been completed. In particular, it will take account of spatial occupation; purity, intensity, brightness and duration of colours; variety of colours, light, dimensions, design and perfection of shapes, elegance, diversity of effects, noise levels in conjunction with the surroundings, originality, rhythm and acceptance by spectators. The decision will be notified to the media on the last day of the Aste Nagusia fiestas following a meeting for final evaluation.

Prize: Txapela beret and Trophy.

6.2 Spectators’ Prize. 
When the show has terminated, spectators may award scores for the firework show on cards, Internet, by mobile etc. until 21:00 hours the following day.

Votes will be counted after this period has elapsed at 21:00 hours on the day following termination of the Aste Nagusia fiestas. The decision will be notified to the media 24 hours after the voting period has expired.

Prize: Trophy

6.3 Green Prize.

All companies (Competition-Display) will give a device to technical officers at the firing area for subsequent laboratory analysis to ascertain which company uses the least pollutants. Inert firework remains collected after the show will also be assessed.

Prize: Plaque

7. Important considerations

7.1 Safety

The organisers of the Competition will send the following to pyrotechnic companies participating together with the letter of acceptance:

· A copy of the Decree governing such events in the Autonomous Community of the Basque Country (Decree 240/1998 of 22 September)

· A plan of the firing area and security to scale, with arrangement of areas as per the type of device and different calibres

Moreover:

7.1.1 Vehicles with pyrotechnic material will be guarded at the Municipal Police unit. Applicants will call the Municipal Police as soon as they arrive, to arrange an escort to the venue.

7.1.2 Devices must be fired vertically, regardless of the inclination of the ground.

7.1.3 High-calibre mortars must be buried. The organisation will provide jerry cans, containers and/or any other means deemed appropriate by the Civil Protection Unit.

7.1.4 No equipment with pyrotechnic materials may be loaded the day before firing. The pyrotechnic company must take due precautions to prevent equipment being affected by water.

7.1.5 In the event of an accident, the position of equipment may not be moved or altered until those responsible for safety have authorised this.

7.1.6 Long-range pyrotechnic devices may not be fired (e.g.: parachute (stick) fireworks, super-rockets, wheels, fliers etc. …) when, 15 minutes before the show, gusts of wind exceeding 20 Km/h are detected measured 1 m from ground level, or when those responsible for safety have due reason to conclude that firing devices is not advisable.

7.1.7 The show will be cancelled when, 15 minutes before it commences, gusts of wind exceeding 40 Km/h are detected, measured 1 m from ground level, or when those responsible for safety have due reason to conclude that firing devices is not advisable, following consultation with the organisation.

7.1.8 When the show has been completed, the pyrotechnic company must remove any devices which could cause fires and/or explosions, and also any which have not been fired, for any reason. The equipment must also be removed after the show in order to free the firing area for the next display.

7.1.9 At the time of firing, only vehicles involved in the show for that day will be allowed in the firing area.

7.2 Assembly

The company has two days to assemble the show. Firing will be at 22:30 h.

The assembly area will be fenced off and guarded during the Aste Nagusia fiestas. Accreditation will be requested from any person attempting to enter the area at this time.

The organisation will provide pyrotechnic companies with the following:

· dumper and a driverless elevation unit

· a space arranger will be made available to the pyrotechnic company to deal with any problems arising during assembly of the firework show

7.3 Incidents

7.3.1 The display must last at least 20 minutes, at a rhythm considered normal or habitual in firework displays, as per the style of the country of origin. If duration is less or if the rhythm is too slow, the organisation may deduct from the pyrotechnic company’s invoice the proportional price of the difference between actual firing time and the minimum required for the competition.

7.3.2 If firing cannot be carried out due to meteorological conditions set out in the regulations applicable in such cases, and the display has been 100% assembled, the organisation will pay 50% of the price stipulated, and materials will remain the property of the company participating.

7.3.3 If meteorological conditions prevent assembly of the firework collection, the organisation will pay the pyrotechnic company 20% of the price stipulated for the display as expenses for transportation of materials, staff etc.

Any other casuistry not covered by this section will be agreed with the pyrotechnic company on the basis of good faith which should govern any contractual relationship.

8. Contractual relationship

The relationship between the Town Hall and the pyrotechnic company will be set out in a contract which will contain the following stipulations:

8.1 The parties will undertake to meet the requirements set out in current legislation governing pyrotechnic displays and, in particular, commitments imposed respectively on the pyrotechnic company and the organisers in Decree 240/1998 of 22 September issued by the Basque Government’s Department of the Interior governing pyrotechnic displays in the Autonomous Community of the Basque Country.

The rules of the INTERNATIONAL FIREWORKS COMPETITION “VILLA DE BILBAO” will form part of the contract, and the parties must comply with these rules.

8.2 The contract will be carried through at the risk and peril of the PYROTECHNIC COMPANY, which must:

· pay the fees and salaries of its team. The ORGANISER accepts no responsibility for any claims or incidences in this regard.

· meet the current legal requirements concerning employment, Social Security and safety and hygiene in the work place.

· transfer operation of any intellectual property rights arising from musical performances as per the stipulations of the contract.

The PYROTECHNIC COMPANY will have its team insured against accidents and illness, and pay all contributions. The ORGANISER accepts no responsibility for any claims or incidents in this regard.

8.3 Relaying of the display on television, its securing and subsequent reproduction or broadcasting may only be carried out if this is permitted by the Organiser, and signature of this contract means that the PYROTECHNIC COMPANY transfers any intellectual property rights involved to the ORGANISER. 

Such authorisation will be understood as granted to the media provided it does not exceed three minutes, and is used as information in relation to the concert. 

8.4 There will be compliance with the provisions of the Revised Text of the Law of Contracts and Public Authorities concerning modification, resolution and interpretation of the contract, and with the provisions of such regulation with respect to the boundaries of equity responsibility between the parties with respect to any damages which the display could cause to third parties.

In any case, compensation to third parties will be to the account of the PYROTECHNIC COMPANY caused by faulty firing or faulty material, provided this is the result of a failure on the part of the pyrotechnic company to adopt the safety measures it should have been obliged to adopt in accordance with current legislation and this contract.

8.5 The ORGANISER will decide all matters concerning advertising and publicity for the display as contracted on posters, programmes and any other means of publicity.

The PYROTECHNIC COMPANY will take part in any interviews and press conferences arranged by the ORGANISER to promote and publicise the display.

8.6 The ORGANISER reserves the right to enlist the cooperation or sponsorship of any public or private entity, which may provide publicity without detriment to the fireworks display.

8.7 The contract will be governed and interpreted in accordance with the current laws of Spain, and the parties undertake to comply with the contract as per its clauses. Any matters not covered by the clauses will be dealt with as per the provisions of legislation governing the contracts of local organisations. Failing this, civil legislation.

8.8 Any contentious matters arising in relation to the interpretation, execution, resolution and effects of this contract are expressly submitted to the jurisdiction of the Courts and Tribunals of Bilbao. The parties may nevertheless agree to submit their contentions to arbitration, as per the provisions of current legislation.

9. 
Taking part in this competition assumes total acceptance of the Rules.

